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“[T]he Supreme Court has been inattentive, flippant, and disrespectful of In-
dian rights, and has seen its task as one of finding arguments that will make 
actions by the other two branches appear legal.  Many ‘doctrines’ have emerged 
over the course of 170 years of hearing Indian cases, but the various courts have 
felt no compulsion to follow precedent, nor have they paid much attention to the 
historical activities of the federal government toward Indians, often inventing 
their own version of historical activities of the federal government toward Indi-
ans, often inventing their own version of history as they decided each case.”
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