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Course Description

This course will provide an examination of the institutions that are involved in the American policy-making process. The student will learn about the presidential, (as opposed to the parliamentary) system that exists in the United States. The course will focus on a relationship between the President and Congress and how that relationship impedes or facilitates the public policy process, including the budgetary process. The course will include a discussion of the president's role as head of the executive branch, and the implementation of congressional policies. Attention will be given to the role of the judiciary in the policy process. 
Prerequisites: GOVT 110 or GOVT 120 or instructor’s consent. 
Course Credits: Four (4).
Credit Hours: 4

This course follows the Federal Government’s Credit Hour definition: “An amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement that is an institutional established equivalence that reasonably approximates no less than: 

(1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out of class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or trimester hour of credit, or ten to twelve weeks for one quarter hour of credit, or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time; or

At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other academic activities as established by the institution including laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, and other academic work leading to the award of credit hours.”

See: http://cihe.neasc.org/downloads/POLICIES/Pp111_PolicyOnCreditsAndDegrees.pdf


http://www.suffolk.edu/syllabus
Course Goals & Learning Objectives

	GOALS
	OBJECTIVES
	ASSESSMENTS

	Develop a general understanding of how major American political institutions are studied in the field of political science.


	Develop the ability to analyze and critically evaluate competing theories relating to the functioning of Congress and the Presidency, especially with regard to how they interact with the Supreme Court. 


	- Class Readings Assignments

- Class Writing Assignments

- Class Discussion

	Develop a general understanding of the social science research process.
	Develop the ability to gather and critically evaluate social science research. 


	- Class Readings Assignments

- Class Writing Assignments
- Class Discussion

	Develop a general understanding of the social science writing process.
	Develop the ability to organize and write a research paper. 


	- Class Readings Assignments

- Class Writing Assignments 



	Develop a general understanding of how arguments are made and presented in the fields of communication, media analysis and political science.
	Develop presentation skills.
	- Class Presentations

- Class Readings Assignments

- Class Discussion 




Course Requirements

A key component of the course will be learning how to organize and write a research paper beginning with developing a research question, followed by the drafting of a literature review, and concluding with a final research paper.
Students will be evaluated on the basis of the following: 

· Four (4) Writing Assignments

· Response Pages

· Class Participation and Attendance
· A Class Presentation

1. Writing Assignments (4)

The first assignment will be a research question.  The second is a corresponding literature review, and the third a research outline. These three assignments will serve as the building blocks of the final assignment: a 10-12 page research paper.  Each assignment will be preceded by a writing seminar that focuses on that component of the paper. The readings for these seminars are available on the class blackboard website. 

Research Paper: Overview
Your paper should address one of the central questions raised in the class about the nature of presidential power, legislative authority, the balance of power or other related topics. Regardless of what you study, your paper must include a critical review (a literature review) of the competing schools of thought as they relate to your core research question/topic. You need to situate your analysis within the theoretical debates and literature examined in class.

2. Response Pages

You will also be required to submit two response pages per class. The response page assignment requires you to critically engage with the weekly class readings. The response page should be no longer than a single page. They will be due by the beginning of class each day and should be submitted though the course Blackboard site.

3. Class Participation and Attendance
Students are also expected to attend and participate in class. An attendance sheet will be circulated at the beginning of each class. If you are unable to attend class, due to illness or a because of a conflict, please notify me by email.
I also strongly encourage you to read any of the major national newspapers, journals of opinion, news magazines, websites and political blogs as well as watch cable and broadcast news programs in order to stay abreast of current political issues and developments.  You should feel free at any time to introduce issues you find relevant in our class discussion.


3. Presentations:   

Students will be required to make a short (3-5 minute) presentation during the closing weeks of the semester on their research work and paper.

	Grading
	Due Dates

	Response Pages:                                             18%

Research Question:


   10%

Literature Review: 


   20%

Paper Outline/Research Design:
     5%

Presentations:


                    5%

Final Research Paper:

                  30%

Class Participation:                                        12%


	Weekly

February 6
March 8
April 10
April 24-May 2
May 9
Weekly 
        


Class Website:

The Syllabus as well as all course Readings and Power Points and support materials will be posted on the following class website:
https://sites.suffolk.edu/govt223/
Password: GOVT223

Student Engagement Hours
To complete this course, students will need to dedicate, at a minimum, the following amount of time to the listed activities:

	Item
	Activity
	Hours (total)

	Course Readings:
	823 Pages x 8 min per Page
	109.7

	Review Power Points:
	43 PP x .30 Hour per PP
	21.5

	Research Question:
	3 Hours Preparation
	3

	Literature Review:
	10 Hours Preparation
	10

	Research Outline:
	5 Hours Preparation
	5

	Final Paper:
	10 Hours Preparation
	10

	Response Pages:
	18 X .30 Hour per RP
	9

	Class Attendance:
	29 Classes x 75 minutes
	36.25

	Total:
	204.4


Source: http://cihe.neasc.org/downloads/POLICIES/Pp111_PolicyOnCreditsAndDegrees.pdf 
University Policies:

Common Suffolk University Syllabus Policies

In addition to those described on this syllabus, this course adheres to policies and

procedures that apply to all Suffolk courses with regard to disability accommodation, academic misconduct, academic grievance, attendance, and credit hour compliance. A description of these policies can be found at the link http://www.suffolk.edu/academics/72770.php.

Unexpected course cancellation plan: if there is a snow day, your syllabus needs to include information about what students are to do to cover that time … Will you send them an email? Will you post something on BB? You just need to specify what they are to do.

Expected Course Cancellation Plan: If there is a Monday holiday and your class meets on a Monday, you need to include that course cancellation on your syllabus and just make sure that the time is somehow covered elsewhere (extra reading).

If you are traveling and your class is cancelled, the same thing applies.

For more information on University Policy, please consult the following website: 

http://www.suffolk.edu/syllabus

Student Resources

The university provides a range of student services.  To learn more, explore this webpage: www.suffolk.edu/syllabus 

************************************************************************
Course Schedule: (unless where indicated, all the following reading is required)
************************************************************************
Tuesday: January 16: Introduction: Review Syllabus

Part I: Presidency: 

Constitutional Origins: 
Thursday: January 18: (C1)


Key Question: How did the founding generation envision the power 



and role of the Presidency?


Readings:

· Samuel Kernell and Gary Jacobson. 2016. The Logic of American Politics. Washington DC: CQ Press. 315-353. 

· United States Constitution. Article II: The Presidency.
· James Madison to Thomas Jefferson, 24 Oct., 1787. In Understanding the Presidency, ed. James Pfiffner and Roger Davidson, 5th Edition. New York: Longman. 6-7.  

· Alexander Hamilton. 2012. Federalist 69. 

Historical Presidency 



Tuesday: January 23: (C2)


Key Question: In what ways has the power of the presidency 



evolved over time?


Readings:
· Abraham Lincoln. 2008. “The Prerogative Presidency.” In Understanding the Presidency, ed. James Pfiffner and Roger Davidson, 5th Edition. New York: Longman. 53-54. 
· Woodrow Wilson. 2008. “The Public Presidency.” In Understanding the Presidency, ed. James Pfiffner and Roger Davidson, 5th Edition. New York: Longman. 50-52. 


Thursday: January 25: (C3)


Key Question: In what ways has the power of the presidency 



evolved over time?


Readings:

· William Taft. 2008. “The Strict Constructionist Presidency.” In Understanding the Presidency, ed. James Pfiffner and Roger Davidson, 5th Edition. New York: Longman. 46-48. 
· Theodore Roosevelt. 2008. “The Stewardship Presidency.” In Understanding the Presidency, ed. James Pfiffner and Roger Davidson, 5th Edition. New York: Longman. 48-50.
Writing Seminar: Research Questions

Tuesday: January 30:
Readings:

· Wayne Booth et al. 2003. The Craft of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. Chapter 3, 14.

· Lisa Baglione. 2007. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical Guide to Inquiry, Structure, and Methods. New York: Thomson, Wadsworth. 14-16.

Modern Presidency

Thursday: February 1: (C4)
Key Question: In Neustadt’s analysis, what power must a president 
possess if they want to exercise any influence over the political 
direction of the country? 
Readings:

· Fred Greenstein. 2008. “Toward a Modern Presidency.” In Understanding the Presidency, ed. James Pfiffner and Roger Davidson, 5th Edition. New York: Longman. 55-58.
· Richard Neustadt. 2016. “Presidential Power and the Modern President.” In The Lanahan Readings in the American Polity, ed. Ann Serow and Everett Ladd. 199-204.   

Tuesday: February 6: (C5) Research Question Due

Key Question: What factors have enabled modern presidents to 


exercise more and more power? 

Readings:
· Arthur Schlesinger. 2016. “The Imperial Presidency.” In The Lanahan Readings in the American Polity, ed. Ann Serow and Everett Ladd. 205-212.   
· James Pfiffner. 2008. “Three Crises of Character in the Modern Presidency.” In Understanding the Presidency, ed. James Pfiffner and Roger Davidson, 5th Edition. New York: Longman. 446-462.
At Issue: The 21st Century Presidency



Thursday: February 8: (C6)


Key Question: How was the threat of terrorism as well as




new technology changed the nature of presidential power? 


Readings:
· Chitra Ragavan. 2006. “Cheney’s Guy.” US News and World Report, May 29.
· Conor Friedersdorf. 2013. “The Surveillance Speech: A Low Point in Barack’s Obama’s Presidency.” The Atlantic, August 16.  
· Lena Felton. 2017. “Donald Trump’s Fisrt Year as President: A Recap.” The Atlantic, December 30. 
Writing Seminar: Literature Review


Tuesday:  February 13:


Readings:
· Lisa Baglione. 2007. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical Guide to Inquiry, Structure, and Methods. New York: Thomson, Wadsworth. Chapter 3.
· Laurence Jones and Edward Olson. 1996. Political Science Research: A Handbook of Scope and Methods. New York: Longman. 30-40. 
Thursday: February 15: Research Seminar: Computer Lab
Part II: Congress: 
Constitutional Origins


Tuesday: February 20: (C7)

Key Question: Which branch of government, in your analysis, is 


the most powerful?

Readings:
· Samuel Kernell and Gary Jacobson. 2015. The Logic of American Politics. Washington DC: CQ Press. 261-273.
· United States Constitution. Article I, Section 8.
· Herbert F Weisberg et al. 1999. “The Study of Congress: Methodologies and the Pursuit of Theory.” In Classics in Congressional Politics, ed. Herbert F Weisberg et al. New York: Longman, Inc. 1999. 1-20. 
Modern Congress


Thursday: February 22: (C8)

Key Question: Why, in your view, is Congress so unpopular with the 
American public? 


Readings:
· Barbara Sinclair. 1999. “Multiple Paths: The Legislative Process in the House of Representatives.” In Classics in Congressional Politics, ed. Herbert F Weisberg et al. New York: Longman. 243-252. 
· Lawrence Dodd and Bruce Oppenheimer. 2012. “The House in a Time of Crisis: Economic Turmoil and Partisan Upheaval.” In Congress Reconsidered, ed. Lawrence Dodd and Bruce Oppenheimer, 10th Edition. Washington, D.C: CQ Press. 27-58.  

Tuesday: February 27: (C9)

Key Question: How would you describe President Trump’s
relationship with Congress?

Readings:
· Barbara Sinclair. 2016. “The New World of U.S Senators.” In Congress Reconsidered, ed. Lawrence Dodd and Bruce Oppenheimer, 10th Edition. Washington, D.C: CQ Press. 1-26.
· Lawrence Dodd and Bruce Oppenheimer. 2016. “Congress in the Age of Trump: The 2016 National Elections and Their Aftermath.” In Congress Reconsidered, ed. Lawrence Dodd and Bruce Oppenheimer, 11th Edition. Washington, D.C: CQ Press. 451-478.  
· Matthew Nussbaum. 2017. “Trump’s Frustration with Congress Reaches a Breaking Point.” Politico, October 13.  
Congressional Committees


Thursday: March 1: (C10)

Key Question: How does political polarization impact the 



functioning of Congress?

Readings:
· John Aldrich and David Rohde. 2012. “Richard Fenno’s Theory of Congressional Committees and the Partisan Polarization of the House.” In Congress Reconsidered, ed. Lawrence Dodd and Bruce Oppenheimer, 10th Edition. Washington, D.C: CQ Press. 193-220. 
· Drew Desilver. 2014. “The Polarized Congress of Today Has Its Roots in the 1970s.” Pew Research Center. June 12. 
At Issue: Congressional Polarization

Tuesday: March 6: (C11)
Key Question: Why, in your view, is Congress so politically 
polarized?
Readings:
· Ronald Brownstein. 2008. The Second Civil War: How Extreme Partisanship Has Paralyzed Washington and Polarized America. New York: Penguin Books. Chapters 5.
· Norman Ornstein. 2014. “Yes, Polarization is Asymmetric – and Conservatives are Worse.” The Atlantic. June 19.
· Joseph Postell. 2012. “Extremely Non-Partisan.” National Review, June 25.
Suggested Readings:

· Thomas Mann and Norman Ornstein. 2016. “Republicans Created Dysfucntion. Now They’re Paying for It.” Washington Post, March 8. 
· Thomas Mann and Norman Ornstein. 2012. It's Even Worse Than It Looks. Excerpt. 
· Sean Theriault. 2008. Party Polarization in Congress (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Chapter 1 and 2. 
Part III: Presidential and Congressional Relations

Health Care

Thursday: March 8: (C12) Literature Review Due
Key Question: Who opposed President Obama’s push to reform the 
nation’s health care system in 2010 and why?
Readings:
· Lawrence Jacobs and Theda Skocpol. 2012. Health Care Reform and American Politics. Oxford” Oxford University Press, 50-88. 
Spring Break: March 13-15: No Class

Balance of Power

Tuesday: March 20: (C13)

Key Question: How would you characterize the “balance of power” 


between the President and Congress over the last several 
decades?

Readings:
· Roger Davidson. 2008. “Presidential Relations with Congress.” In Understanding the Presidency, ed. James Pfiffner and Roger Davidson, 5th Edition. New York: Longman. 292-308.
· Robert Draper. 2017. “Trump vs. Congress: Now What?” New York Times, March 26.
Suggested Readings:
· Margaret Talbot. 2016. “Obama’s Guns Gambit.” New Yorker January 18. 

· Sarah Ferris. 2016. “Obama Dares GOP for Mental Health Reforms.” The Hill January 16.
· Scott Wong and Cristina Marcos. 2016. “GOP Scrambles for Response to Obama’s Gun Control Actions.” The Hill January 05.
Thursday: March 22: (C14)

Key Question: How would you characterize the “balance of power” 


between the President and Congress over the last several 
decades?

Readings:
· Robert Spitzer. 2008. “Is the Separation of Powers Obsolete? The Congressional-Presidential Balance of Powers.” In Understanding the Presidency, ed. James Pfiffner and Roger Davidson, 5th Edition. New York: Longman. 313-327.
War Powers


Tuesday: March 27: (C15) 


Key Question: Is the President, or Congress driving foreign policy 


decisions in the country? 



Readings:
· Nancy Kassop and Richard Pious. 2006. “Resolved, Presidents Have Usurped the War Power That Rightfully Belongs to Congress.” In Debating the Presidency: Conflicting Perspectives on the American Executive, ed. Richard Ellis and Michael Nelson. Washington: D.C: CQ Press: 92-109.  
· Michael Shear. 2018. “Trump Boasts of ‘Very Good Relationship’ with North Korean Leader.” New York Times, January 11. 

· David French. 2018. “What Trump’s North Korea Tweets Mean and Don’t Mean.” National Review, Jnauary 3.

Case Study: Reagan and Moakley: US Foreign Policy 
Thursday: March 29: (C16)
Key Question: What do the contours of US foreign policy in the 

1980s tells us about the “balance of power” between the President and 
Congress at the time? 
Readings:
· Reagan and Moakley Letters. Joseph Moakley Archives. (Online).
Writing Seminar: Research Outline
Tuesday: April 3: 


Readings:
· Wayne Booth et al. 2007. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical Guide to Inquiry, Structure, and Methods. New York: Thomson, Wadsworth. Chapter 12.
At Issue: Presidential Imperialism

Thursday: April 5: (C17)
Key Question: Do you think presidents have become too powerful or “imperial” in the US over the last several decades? 
Readings:
· Andrew Rudalevige. 2008. “A New Imperial Presidency.” In Understanding the Presidency, ed. James Pfiffner and Roger Davidson. 5th Edition. New York: Longman: 494-512.
· Peter Maass. 2013. “How Laura Poitras Helped Snowden Spill His Secrets.” New York Times, August 13. 1-15.
· Jeet Heer. 2017. “Don’t Impeach Trump. End the Imperial Presidency.” New Republic, August 12.  
At Issue: Immigration
Tuesday: April 10: (C18) Research Outline Due 


Key Question: What factors have limited both the President



and Congress’s ability to reform the nation’s immigration 



system?



Readings:

· Michael Shear and Julia Preston. 2014. “Obama Pushed ‘Fullest Extent’ of His Powers on Immigration Plan.” New York Times November 28. 1-7.
· Robert Costa and Ed O'Keefe. 2014. “Republican Strategy to Counter Obama Immigration Moves Emerging.” Washington Post December 2. 1-9. 

Thursday: April 12: Government Department: Student Research Conference: No Class
Tuesday: April 17: Suffolk Monday: No Class

Writing Seminar: Final Paper
Thursday: April 19:

Readings:
· Lisa Baglione. 2007. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A Practical Guide to Inquiry, Structure, and Methods. New York: Thomson, Wadsworth. Chapter 7.
Part IV: Presentations

Tuesday: April 24:

· Presentations
Thursday: April 26:

· Presentations
Tuesday: May 1: Last Class
· Concluding Discussion
Final Paper Due: Wednesday: May 9
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